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Examiner 
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Applicant(s) 

FELDSTEIN, MARK J. 



Art Unit 
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Period fo7 Repr /L/yVG ° A7h " COmmu " ication ™ »• ^ver sheet W ,tn tne correspondence ahress - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " MONTH(S) 

■ S^tt^SS^ 11 * 'n„oeven, h owe Ver , mayarep , yb e lim e, yfi ,e d 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 o.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) EI Claim(s) 29 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 29 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) H The drawingfs) filed on 31July2001 is/are: a® accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C § 119(a)-(d) or (ft 
a)DAII b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3 D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
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Part of Paper No./Mail Date 1 1292004 



Application/Control Number: 09/917,649 Paqe 2 

Art Unit: 1743 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

SSpUr IT"? °" T S Pat6 ? ted ° r d6SCribed in a printed Publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
States ' n ^ m ° re than °" e year Pri ° r t0 the date ° f a PP ,ication fo r Patent in the United 

2. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shettigar. 
Shettigar teaches a first closed reservoir 170, a second closed reservoir 214, first 

and second vent valves 212, 220, and primary channel 141 in communication with 
vacuum source 128. See Figure 12. Note that while the method of use of Shettigar 
differs from the intended use of the instant apparatus, the structural elements of the 
instant claim are taught. It is the examiner's position that the dimensions of the conduits 
are sufficiently large to support "not low" Reynolds number flow. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jan M. Ludlow whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1260. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 1 1:30 am - 8:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on (571) 272-1267. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/917,649 Paae3 
Art Unit: 1743 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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